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Habitats, Plants and 

Animals of Poinsett 

State Park  

Biodiversity at Poinsett 

Poinsett State Park features a remarkable diver-

sity of plants and animals for a 1,000 acre park.  

This high diversity in such a small area is due to  

the presence of four different habitat types 

within the park boundaries.  The park is located 

near the northwestern edge of the Coastal Plain 

ecoregion of South Carolina, but also has species 

and habitats more commonly found in the San-

dhills, Piedmont and Blue Ridge ecoregions. 

 
ñThe creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn.ò  

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

 

Upland Forests/Bluffs 
Upland forests are rare in the Coastal Plain but common in 

the Piedmont.  Dominant trees tend to be oaks, hickories and 

pines.  Species may include 

white oak (Quercus alba), 
black oak (Quercus velutina), 

pignut hickory (Carya glabra), 

loblolly pine (Pinus taeda) and 
flowering dogwood (Cornus 

florida).  In Poinsett, this habi-

tat also contains mountain 
laurel (Kalmia latiflora), a 

species more typically associated with the more mountainous 

Blue Ridge ecoregion.   
 

ñIt is only when the cold season comes that we know the pine 

and cypress to be evergreens.ò 
Chinese Proverb 

 

Pine Woodlands 
Pine woodlands are one of the most dominant habitat types in 
the Coastal Plain ecoregion.  The 

habitat is typically dominated by one 

or more pine species, though the mix 
of species depends on soil type, 

elevation, fire history, moisture 

content and human activity.  Species 
may include loblolly pine (Pinus 

taeda), longleaf pine (Pinus palus-

trus), wax myrtle (Morella cerifera) 
and holly species (Ilex spp.). 

 

 

Sandhills Pine Woodlands 
Sandhills pine woodlands are a variation of pine woodlands, 

characterized by sandy soils.  
This is the dominant habitat of 

the Sandhills ecoregion.  The 

sandhills are hilly, unconnected 

bands of sand left from ocean 

dunes formed 10-20 million years 

ago.   Dominant species include 
longleaf pine (Pinus palustrus), 

loblolly pine (Pinus taeda), tur-
key oak (Quercus laevis) and 

wiregrass (Aristida spp).  San-

dhills pine woodlands are a fire 
dependent community.   The 

dominant longleaf pine is fire 

adapted, and requires frequent 
fires (every 5-10 years) to reduce competition from other 

pines and hardwoods. The practice of fire suppression, com-

bined with timber harvest and urbanization, have severely 

reduced the amount of longleaf pine habitat in the southeast.  

Only about 3% of this habitat is considered to be in good, 

healthy condition. 
 

 

ñI enter a swamp as a sacred place, a sanctum sanctorum. 

There is the strength, the marrow, of Nature.ò   

Henry David Thoreau. 
 

 

Blackwater River System/Bottomland Forests 
Many streams in the southeast are known as ñblackwaterò 

streams.  The dark, tea-like color of the water comes from 
tannins leaching out of decaying plants.  Bottomland forests 

are associated with the broad floodplain of larger river sys-

tems and are dominated by 
hardwoods.  At higher 

elevations typical species 
include: sweetgum 

(Liquidambar styraciflua), 

loblolly pine (Pinus 
taeda), various oaks 

(Quercus spp.) and Ameri-

can holly (Ilex opaca).  At 
lower elevations, this 

typical bottomland forest 

is replaced with a subtype characterized by seasonally flooded 

swamps.  Typical species include bald cypress (Taxodium 

distichum), water tupelo (Nyssa aquatica), swamp gum (Nyssa 

biflora) and red maple (Acer rubrum). 

Poinsett ð A Crossroads of Life 
Park History  
 

Land for Poinsett State Park was donated by Sum-

ter County in 1934.  The park was developed by 

the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), a New 

Deal Program created by President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt. The program was designed to provide 

employment during the Great Depression while 

addressing national needs in conservation and 

recreation.  
 

The CCC was instrumental in the development of 

many of South Carolinaôs state parks. A number 

of buildings built by the CCC in the 1930s are still 

in use at Poinsett. 
 

Park Information  
Acitivites:   

Fishing, boating, hiking 

Park Hours:  

9a.m.ð6p.m. (extended hours Friday to Sun-

day during daylight savings time) 

For More Information:  

Phone: (803) 494-8177 

Website: www.southcarolinaparks.com 

E-mail: poinsettsp@scprt.com 

Nature has inspired people for  

thousands of years.   

How will it inspire you? 
 

 

ñIn all things of Nature there is something of the marvelous.ò  

Aristotle 

 
 ñThe snake that cannot shed its skin perishes. Likewise those 

spirits who are prevented from changing their opinions; they 

cease to be spirits.ò   
Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

ñThe frog does not drink up the pond in which he lives.ò   
Native American Proverb 

 

ñThe free bird leaps on the back of the wind and floats down-
stream till the current ends and dips his wings in the orange 

sun rays and dares to claim the sky.ò     

Maya Angelou 
 

ñHow strange that Nature does not knock, and yet does not 

intrude!ò 
Emily Dickinson 

Poinsett State Park  


